
Visual Arts Fund Emergency Relief Grants 
In response to the impact on visual artists caused by Covid-19, The Andy Warhol Foundation has 
authorized its re-granting partners to re-allocate their grant funding to create and administer Covid-19 
emergency relief funds in their communities. Midway is temporarily shifting its $60,000 Visual Arts 
Fund re-granting program to offer emergency grants in 2020. The VAF will provide $1,000 grants to 60 
visual artists living within the 7-county Twin Cities metro region with a high level of financial need.  

Applications will be accepted online beginning Saturday, May 9th at 11:00 am (CST) and will be 
processed on a rolling basis until the funds have been completely disbursed. The application portal will 
close Saturday, May 16th at 11:59 pm (CST). Applications will be reviewed for eligibility; funds may be 
used to cover basic needs such as rent/mortgage, food, medical costs, dependent care, or other imminent 
needs. Priority will be given to the following: those with great need; BIPOC, LGBTQIA+, and other 
underserved communities; and individuals caring for dependents, both young and the elderly. 

Please read the eligibility and application guidelines closely prior to applying. These guidelines can be 
made available in alternative formats or languages. To make a request, or if you have questions, please 
contact us via email at vaf@midwayart.org or phone (612) 605-4504.   

Eligibility 
VAF Emergency Relief Grants are open to artists: 

— Working within the visual arts (painting, drawing, sculpture, social practice, performance, 
film/video, photography, textiles, ceramics, cross-disciplinary, public art, etc.) 

— Living within the 7-county Twin Cities metro region (Hennepin, Scott, Ramsey, Dakota, Anoka, 
      Carver, and Washington) 

— Requiring immediate assistance with basic needs including rent/mortgage, food, medical 
expenses, dependent care, etc. due to: 
• Suffering financial losses due to cancelled events, such as exhibitions or public programs
• Unable to work due to caretaking for children out of school or elderly family members
• Unable to teach due to cancelled classes and school closures
• Loss of full or part-time work in the service industry that provided supplemental income used

to support creative practices
• Needing reimbursement for travel expenses related to creative work that you pre-paid for

yourself, such as conferences or artist residencies that have been cancelled

— Applicants do not need to be US Citizens but must have a social security number to receive 
payment 

— All past VAF project grant recipients are eligible to apply for a VAF Emergency Grant 

— 501c3s, commercial galleries, incorporated businesses, commercial studios, and students are not 
eligible to apply 



Application  
The VAF Emergency Relief Grant application will be available online at www.midwayart.org/vaf 
beginning Saturday, May 9th at 11:00 am (CST) and will close on Saturday, May 16th at 11:59 pm (CST). 
The following information will be required: 

— Contact Info 
Applicants must live within the 7-county Twin Cities metro region, including Hennepin, 
Scott, Ramsey, Dakota, Anoka, Carver, and Washington counties.  

• Name
• Address
• County (drop down selection: Hennepin, Scott, Ramsey, Dakota, Anoka, Carver, and

Washington)
• Email
• Phone
• I identify as… (50 words max, please include all demographic information that applies)
• Need (drop down selection, check as many as apply: rent, mortgage, food, medical expense,

dependent care support, other)
• Have you applied for other emergency relief grants? (drop down selection: yes / no)
• Have you received support from another emergency relief fund? (drop down selection: yes /

no)

— Visual Support Materials + CV 
Visual Support Materials will help determine an active studio practice. Please submit one of the 
following:  

• A URL for your artist website
• 5 work samples (max 2MB each — .jpeg, .jpg, .gif and .png are accepted)

Please also submit a PDF of your CV. Focus on exhibitions/public programs/teaching related to 
your visual arts practice. Visual artists at any stage in their career may apply.  

— Declaration of Need (250 words) 
Please focus on your most imminent need(s) and include relevant information only. In the case 
of cancellations, include the date(s) and location(s) of the originally scheduled 
exhibition/program/conference/residency/class/etc.  

Recipients will be notified and provided a W9 to complete and submit before grant funds will be 
disbursed electronically, preferably via PayPal. Please note that this emergency relief grant funding will 
be considered taxable income. Individuals awarded VAF Emergency Relief Grants will not be announced 
or posted publicly to protect privacy.  

We realize that the VAF Emergency Relief Grants will not be able to fund the number of artists truly in 
need and encourage applicants to also visit Artist Relief, Spring Board for the Arts, Common Field, and 
Creative Capital for additional resources available. For artists who are self-employed, you may qualify for 
unemployment; please visit uimn.org for more information. 

https://www.artistrelief.org
https://springboardforthearts.org/coronavirus/emergency-relief-fund-resources/
https://www.commonfield.org/projects/3940/open-document-covid-19-resources-for-the-artist-organization-field
https://creative-capital.org/2020/03/13/list-of-arts-resources-during-the-covid-19-outbreak/?goal=0_f4b146a631-53a2d59258-146358477&mc_cid=53a2d59258&mc_eid=8d645e3ec1&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


The 2021 Visual Arts Fund grant cycle will resume its regular schedule and award $60,000 ($5,000 and 
$10,000 grants) to artist organized projects in the Twin Cities metro region; information on the 
application and deadlines will be posted in spring of 2021.  

— FAQ — 

Why do I need to live in the 7-county metro region? 
The VAF Emergency Relief Grants are funded by the Visual Arts Fund Regional Regranting program 
with support from The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. 2020 Emergency Relief Grants will 
serve the same area as the existing Visual Arts Fund program, which is the 7-county metro region.  

Who will review the applications? 
Midway’s staff, artist and Midway Board member Pao Houa Her, and artist and past Midway Board 
member Isa Gagarin will review the applications for eligibility and funding priorities as they are received. 

When will I know if I will receive funding?  
Please allow up to four business days following the deadline for a response regarding funding. We will 
respond as quickly as possible, but anticipate a high volume of applications. 

Will I need to report on the grant? 
No. There is not a report required for VAF Emergency Relief Grants. 

Am I still eligible if I am applying for other emergency funding? 
Yes, you are. There are no restrictions on applying for grants from other agencies and nonprofits. 
However, priority will be given to applicants who have not already received funding from other relief 
grants. 

Will I still be able to apply for regular VAF grants in the future? 
Yes, you will still be able to apply as usual beginning in the 2021 grant cycle. 

If I have applied to the VAF in the past, can I use my same login credentials? 
Yes. If you have already set-up an account on the VAF application portal, you may use the same 
username and password to apply for the 2020 VAF Emergency Relief Grant. 

How do I contact Midway if I have more questions? 
Please email vaf@midwayart.org or call Megan McCready at (612) 605-4504 if you have additional 
questions about the program. 


